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A Small Piece of Evidence Revealing the Formation of the Izu Peninsula Shimoshiraiwa
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Shimoshiraiwa is an important place for learning about the formation of the Izu peninsula.

Magma *©

iseup BT Izu Peninsula is the only part located on the Philippine Sea Plate in Honshu. This part was originally a group of volca-
nic islands and submarine volcanoes in the South Seas. These islands and volcanoes drifted by the northward motion
of the Philippine Sea Plate and collided with Honshu island (the main island of Japan) about 600,000 years ago to form shellfish, coral, and other organisms. Among these, Lepidocyclina, a type of Foraminifera (a phylum of small

a peninsula. Even now, volcanic activity and crustal movements continue in this peninsula. As a result, various “Gifts” Organisms ||V|ng main|y in water), was found here. Lepidocydina lived in shallow seas in the tropics and
of nature such as abundant hot springs, spring water and natural scenery are enjoyed by the people of the peninsula.

The geological stratum of the region is approximately 11 million years old, and includes many fossils of

subtropics, thus its fossils provide an important proof showing Izu was once in a more southern location.
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Deep marine stage Shallow marine stage Start of collision Progress of the collision Birth of Izu Peninsula Izu Peninsula gets its present shape An active monogenetic volcano field and crustal movements
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s - S — 5 ~ . 3B £ Ax B M As Shimoshiraiwa is now a Prefectural Listed Natural Monument,the
(TS FFDERDWEBICD DT WD ZETT, Youars hee . . R .
e /‘ collection of fossils from the site is prohibited. The Nakaizu History
Lepidocyclina lived in various areas around Japan about 16 million years ago It disappeared in accordance with the subsequent cool- : @egnﬁaa\, A and Folk Custom Museum, located a 15 minute walk away, displays

a collection of fossils gathered from the Shimoshiraiwa, including
that of Lepidocyclina.

. . . . . . . . . . ° ° —- ) * ST ] T eee,
ing in the area. In Izu, however, Lepidocyclina were found in a geological stratum dating to approximately 11 million years ago. This D
is indication that during the time when Japan grew colder, |zu was located in the warm waters of the southern ocean.
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Shiraiwa Hot Spa

Nakai2u indoor gool: 7 i‘t;

. Entrancefee free

“ Opening hours 9:00 ~ 16:00

| Closedday Wednesday-Thursday

Year-end and New Year holidays
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http://www.city.izu.shizuoka.jp/ http://izugeopark.org/
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