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Traces of submarine volcanoes in ancient graves North Nakaizu Area : Izu Nagaoka Geosite
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“Ancient graves (with latelal holes)” that were constructed by excavating tunnels in hillside are dis-
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e S tributed throughout the northern Izu. Many ancient graves whose construction begun around the
N|rayam‘a Re\{erberatory furnace
. _,T-;“@ t middle of the 7th century are found in strata that can be dug even with simple tools.
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Many of the ancient graves, including Kitaema ancient graves, on the left bank of the Kanogawa
River are found in the strata of volcanic ash and pumice stone that had accumulated on the seabed
before Izu collided with Honshu (the main island of Japan) several million years ago. The easy-to-
dig soil of the strata has been used as building stone —known as “Izu Stone” . Izu Stone is used for
various applications also in The Nirayama Reverberatory Furnace, for example.
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S8 Distribution of submarine volcano deposits
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Ancient Graves (in submarine volcano deposits)
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Anuent Graves (in Hakone volcano deposits)
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Distribution of ancient graves does not always depend on ease of excavation, but judging from the
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distribution patterns of such graves we can understand some aspects of geological formation of
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