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Columnar joints, River Valley and a Tragic Story Ito Area  : Okuno - Kadono Geosite
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?ﬁgfgfii ;ﬂ* 7} e B  This geosite is related to a story involving Minamoto-no-Yoritomo, the exiled

i Couronarjoints exposedy f 0 . ] ' , Shogun ruler of the Kamakura Period (1185-1333 AD). When Yoritomo was exiled
the opposISLE TN . E==-= tolzu, hefellinlove with Yaehime, the daughter of Sukechika. Sukechika was the

¥ i N W | #1 . e _ ' ruler of the Ito area. A baby boy, Chizurumaru, was borne out of this union. But the

4 %%B;’%ﬁ) Py A o P child incurred the wrath of Sukechika, and was killed and drowned in the upper

valley of the Ito-Okawa. The pools of this area were named Chigo-ga-Fuchi
(child pool) after this tragic incident.
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Corridor of Columnar Joints formed after the Omuroyama Eruption
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The lava produced by the Omuroyama volcano about 4000 years ago traveled 4
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RO km to the valley of Ito Okawa River. The flat land created out of lava deposition is
'8 O A e P . . .
R, il Legend called Jo-no-Hira. The waters of the Ito Okawa River cut into the lava and exposed
ML) e o ) . .
cloF SO columnar jointing that had formed when the lava cooled. The Chigo-ga-Fuchi area
R om . . . .
250 is a good example of this corridor of columnar joints.
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