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How was this arch shaped beach formed?
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Sand was carried by the ocean current and deposited beltlike.
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Ounohama offers magnificent landscape of rock walls for visitors to
enjoy. Starting with "magmatic dikes" — the remnants of magma
rising from underground to create radiating fissures — peculiar rock
formations created by the activity of submarine volcanoes make up
the unique scenery found near Ounohama beach.
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Below the cliffs of Mt. Midasan is a cave known as the Midakutsu Sea
Cave (a nationally designated natural monument, "Teishi no Midanoi-
waya"). This cave was created when lava layers which had flowed
down onto the seabed were eroded by wave action. Legend has it that
If you enter the cave in a small boat on a spring tide on a calm, clear
day, three images of Buddha will appear in the darkness.
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Viewing Yumigahama sand under a microscope reveals that it con-
tains many grains of white pumice and clear quartz, as well as
broken shell fragments. Ejecta from submarine volcanoes contains a
great deal of white-colored pumice and volcanic ash, which is why
there are many white beaches in regions where such ejecta is found.
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A beautiful arc of white sand beach, Yumigahama appears suddenly

amidst the precipitous cliffs lining the Minami Izu coast. The sand car-
ried by the current of the Aono River, is forming a beach fully 1,200 m
long. The sand brought by the sea has been formed into a band that
stretches from the northeast to the southwest. The long, narrow prom-
ontory thus formed is called a spit, or sandbank. The low-lying land
behind the curving spit was once a sea inlet.

Other sandy spits can be seen in Cape Mihamamisaki and in Cape Os-

ezaki, both in Numazu City, in the northwest of the Izu peninsula.
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Deep Submarine Volcanism
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The collision to Honshu started
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An active monogenetic volcano field and crustal movements
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