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Kawazu Seven FaIIs Origin of Saruta-Gorge
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Origin of Saruta-Gorge
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Once upon a time, there was a deity whose name was Sarutahiko-no-mikoto.Also called as the

deity for travelers, this deity travelled all over Japan.

One day, when Sarutahiko-no-mikoto came to Amagi in Izu and walked by this depth, a big
landlocked cherry trout splashed out of the water.

Sarutahiko-no-mikoto immediately caught this landlocked trout. Afterwards villagers
spontaneously started calling this depth the “Saruta-Gorge”
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Hachmoyama Volcan
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Interwoven Rock Pillars
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Lava flow
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Strata of submarine volcanoes

Noboriominami volcano
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Kawazu * Higashilzu Area /
Kawazu Seven Falls Geosite
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Seven Falls
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Approximately 25,000 years ago, lavas from the
Noboriominami Volcano flowed into the valley.
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The surface and bottom of the lava

cooled and

hardened. Then, the volume contracted developing
cleavages. These cleavages stretch vertically along

the cooled side.
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Saruta-Gorge is located further upstream of the
Kama-daru Falls, which is the furthest upstream
among the Kawazu Seven Falls.
Here, Kawazu River flows in the lavas from Noboriominami
volcano, which formed the Seven Falls. The lava
that filled up the riverbed was eventually cut and
“polished” by water - creating a smooth river gorge.
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Teo Pillar-like rocks are formed when
Once all of the lava cooled, complicated cleavages | cleavages created at the time of lava

were created from many directions.

contraction interlace.
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These are called “columnar joints.”
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Afterwards, the river started to flow again in the valley where the lava had flowed.
The flow of the river chipped away the hard lava over a long period of time, and
columnar joints hidden inside the lava appeared.
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Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park http://www.town.kawazu.shizuoka.jp/
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http://izugeopark.org/
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