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Kawazu Seven Falls:Rocky Cliffs of Interwoven Columnar Joints

Columnar joints

When you see a rock developing cracks in an orderly way, you call it a
“columnar joint”. This mostly happens when slowly flowing lava cools.
Depending on the way fissure develop there are different type of joints
such as cubic, tabular and columnar joints.

In Kawazu Nanadaru you can see columnar joints of basaltic lavas.

In Kamadaru Falls, the columnar outcrop is especially clearly visible.
Springwater of 3,000 liters per minute issues from this lava layer.

Kawazu Nanadaru tourist agency
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One type of volcanic rock distinguished by the components of magma.
Basaltic lava has the most fluid characteristics among the types of lavas.
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These can be distinguished by the shape of their cleavage created when the lava cools.
Most of what we can see at Kawazu Seven Falls are columnar joints.

HED

RN
* B®58  Rocky outcrops

EGET, HEPEAIZEZHL WS LIS,

This is a part of cliffs etc., where strata and rocks appear on the surface.
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WARBEREOTES  Formation of Kawazu Seven Falls
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Noboriominami volcano
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Approximately 25,000 years ago, lavas from the
Noboriominami Volcano flowed into the valley.
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The surface and bottom of the lava cooled and hardened.
Then, the volume contracted developing cleavages.

These cleavages stretch vertically along the cooled side.
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Afterwards, the river started to flow again in the valley
where the lava had flowed. The flow of the river chipped
away the hard lava over a long period of time, and
columnar joints hidden inside the lava appeared.
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http://www.town.kawazu.shizuoka.jp/ http://izugeopark.org/
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